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ABSTRACT

Opening Article

Why are People around the World so Excited
about the Korean Wave?
-A Note on the Study of the Expansion
of the Concept of Cultural Territory

Hong, Sung-gul”

Why do people like the K-Culture so enthusiastically? This
paper reviews main characteristics of “cultural territory (CT)
compared to political and/or economic territories, and explains
the causes of recent K-Culture phenomena. It also points out the
possibility of potential crisis of K-Culture and suggests the ways
to overcome it.

Unlike the traditional concept of territory, CT is characterized
by openness, sharing, perceptual commonality, and inclusiveness
among different cultures. CT is not monopolized by certain
country or ethnic group, but shared by all the people in the
world. Sometimes certain cultural products such as western ones
may proliferate the globe. Korea had imported western cultures
and viewed them as something we had to learn. But now we
make our own cultural products by adding our own cultural

7) Kookmin University
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factors to those we have learned from the westerners in the past.
In the future, some developing countries also export their own
cultural products by adding their own cultural factors. This is
how CT works.

K-Culture may continue to flow to world market for a time
being, but not forever. In fact, there are already signs of potential
crisis. First, the very success of K-Culture becomes the trap.
People boast of being Korean and Korean culture, but those who
import K-Culture begin to feel anti-Korean sentiments. Second,
Korea's own cultural diversities are being decreased over time
due to low fertility rates and regional extinction. Third, Korea is
already multi-culture society, but many Koreans still stick to the
concept of single race or mono-ethnicity concept. This may
become a critical barrier to become truly multi-culture people,
which is necessary to expand CT in Korean society. A key to
overcome these crises is education. Raising creative young
generation is the only possible solution to get over these potential
crises.

Keywords: cultural territory, inclusiveness, openness, sharing,

perceptual commonality
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