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<ABSTRACT>

“The Disassembly and Reconfiguration of ‘K’:

NewlJeans and the Shifting Identity of K—pop”

Suh, Young—ho

This study analyzes how the identity of “K” in K-pop is being reorganized through the
case of NewlJeans. The signifier “K,” which initially indicated a national origin in the early
stages of the Korean Wave, evolved in the 2010s into an industrial protocol referring to
planning, training, and distribution systems. More recently, it has shifted toward a global
mode of reception centered on sensibility and affect. Such semantic transformations suggest
the need to understand “K” not as a fixed essence but as a floating signifier whose meaning
is contested and occupied by diverse actors. NewlJeans weaken the narrative- and
maximalism-driven conventions of traditional K-pop by foregrounding retrospective sensibility
and affective modes of immersion, thereby presenting a new horizon of global appeal. At the
same time, they continue to rely on K-pop’s structural foundations—language, production
systems, and distribution formats. Through this dynamic, the study reveals that the meaning
of “K” in K-pop is reconstructed as a multilayered identity shaped by the interaction of form,
affect, and structure.

Keywords: Korean Wave, K-contents, K-pop, Newleans, identity
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