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ABSTRACT

The Shifting Landscape of Cultural Content
Research Driven by Midjourney

— A Comparative Analysis of Domestic and
International Trends

KWON, Jinju*

This study analyzes domestic and international research
trends related to the representative text—to—image
generative Al tool, Midjourney, in order to understand how
the rapid advancement of generative Al is being discussed
in academic discourse regarding its impact on the cultural
content ecosystem. A content analysis of 87 Korean and
165 international academic papers revealed eight major
research themes: design and artistic creation, educational
applications, industrial use, technical characteristics, ethical
issues, philosophical reflections, user perception, and
multidisciplinary studies. The analysis showed that while both
domestic and international research emphasized design and

education, international studies demonstrated a broader and

*  Korea University, Lecturer
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more in—depth engagement with ethical, theoretical, and user
experience—related topics. This suggests a growing global
concern over the societal impact of generative Al. Based on
these findings, the study recommends that Korean academia
expand its research scope beyond practical applications to

include ethical and interdisciplinary perspectives.

Key Words : Midjourney, Image Generative Al, Text—to—
Image AI, Culture content, Research trend

analysis
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QX SHA
1 A 2.88 | 0.06 45.15 | 0.00
5] o3& | H o]8A]ZF| 0.01 | 0.00 0.30 7.01 0.00 1.00 1.00
ES A 0.26 | 0.17 1.55 0.12
oz 2_ ot O]g—{\P} 0.00 | 0.00 0.05 1.37 0.17 0.85 1.18
oy | A A | 0.25 | 0.09 0.21 2.80 0.01 0.21 4.79
AderA &Y | 052 | 0.09 0.45 6.15 0.00 0.21 4.77
R .09/.44
# Change .35
F 49.07+x%/129.36%**
1 Abg 3.77 | 0.06 66.07 | 0.00
T o3& | H o]8A]ZF| 0.01 | 0.00 0.31 7.17 0.00 1.00 1.00
o Abds 0.88 | 0.13 6.87 0.00
901;_ 2 o o] &A]ZF | 0.00 | 0.00 0.01 0.37 0.71 0.85 1.18
oy | oA AF | 0.61 | 0.07 0.56 8.80 0.00 0.21 4.79
A& &E | 0.22 | 0.07 0.21 3.33 0.00 0.21 4.77
R .09/.58
# Change .48
F 51.45%%% /226.72%*x
1 A 3.60 | 0.06 61.73 | 0.00
T 23 | H o]&A]7t | 0.01 | 0.00 0.31 7.29 0.00 1.00 1.00
= A= 0.66 | 0.13 5.03 0.00
;‘E‘_ 2 o o] gAJZF | 0.00 | 0.00 0.02 0.48 0.63 0.85 1.18
2 | =& A | 0.56 | 0.07 0.50 7.81 0.00 0.21 4.79
et AE | 0.30 | 0.07 0.28 4.40 0.00 0.21 4.77
R .09/.58
A Change .48
F .53.06%**/228.77 *x*
1 S 3.11 | 0.06 51.91 | 0.00
5] 2y | H o]8AJ7F] 0.01 | 0.00 0.34 7.96 0.00 1.00 1.00
Ex} - AL 0.39 | 0.14 2.72 0.01
o 2; ) 0]%{\]71] 0.00 | 0.00 0.07 1.93 0.05 0.85 1.18
oy | o2& A& | 0.28 | 0.08 0.24 3.51 0.00 0.21 4.79
Aders &g | 0.52 | 0.07 0.48 7.05 0.00 0.21 4.77
.11/.52
# Change 41
F 63.34%%% /182,39 *
***0(0.001
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(% 5) K-FH|2| #[o| =A| EHE SY=0f O|xl= &

Sk
S

EEeAL | e o | A 57
(¢} = e ==
B | 2T | g qE | A
QA SHA|
1 AbZ 291 | 0.06 46.02 | 0.00
TA] 23 | 2] o]&A]ZF | 0.00 | 0.00 0.29 6.67 | 0.00 1.00 1.00
AES A 0.03 | 0.15 0.17 | 0.86
o 2 4] o] &A]ZF | 0.00 | 0.00 0.06 1.85 | 0.06 0.89 1.12
o3 | =A™ AF | 0.38| 0.10 0.32 3.74 | 0.00 0.14 7.21
Aderd A | 044 | 0.10 0.38 4.45 | 0.00 0.14 7.23
g .08/.50
# Change 42
F 44 A3x%x/166.04 % *
1 s 3.83 | 0.06 66.72 | 0.00
24 23 | 2] o]&A]7F | 0.00 | 0.00 0.24 5.52 | 0.00 1.00 1.00
upo A 0.78 | 0.12 6.66 | 0.00
;; 2 4] o] &A]ZF | 0.00 | 0.00 -0.02 | -0.64 | 0.52 0.89 1.12
o3 | A XY | 0.68| 0.08 0.64 8.73 | 0.00 0.14 7.21
Ader™d A | 0.17 | 0.08 0.17 2.27 | 0.02 0.14 7.23
7 .05/.63
A Change .57
F 30.47 %% /279.69%xx
1 s 3.64 | 0.06 62.60 | 0.00
EA] 23 | 2] o]&A]7F| 0.00 | 0.00 0.28 6.43 | 0.00 1.00 1.00
=2 Al 0.51 | 0.12 4.41 | 0.00
;L 2 Y] o] &A]ZF | 0.00 | 0.00 0.02 0.60 | 0.55 0.89 1.12
oy =& & | 064 | 0.08 0.59 8.21 | 0.00 0.14 7.21
Ader™d A | 0.24 | 0.08 0.23 3.21 | 0.00 0.14 7.23
s .07/.65
A Change .57
F 41.38x%%/308.62
1 A 3.12 | 0.06 53.07 | 0.00
EA] o3 | 28] o]&A]7F | 0.01 | 0.00 0.35 8.26 | 0.00 1.00 1.00
Ex} FAEa 0.18 | 0.13 1.40 | 0.16
o 2 Y] o] &A]ZF | 0.00 | 0.00 0.11 3.57 | 0.00 0.89 1.12
2y | =& A | 0.39| 0.09 0.35 4.59 | 0.00 0.14 7.21
AdeErA A | 044 | 0.08 0.40 5.27 | 0.00 0.14 7.23
R .12/.60
R Change .48
F 68.15%%x /252 11%xx
**r{0.001
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(& 6) K-E2i0f Mol =A| BHME SE=0| 0|Xl= S

—
S| EESA L j;]]ff} ool | BHA =4
=3 BZ - t g% AL
U = ©
B loxg| * s | VI
1 AN 2.89 | 0.06 44.90 | 0.00
e |28 calof o]2AZF | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.29 | 6.78 | 0.00 | 1.00 | 1.00
A= INEN -0.07 | 0.15 -0.49 | 0.62
are 2 | =2Hfol&ARY | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.02 | 0.57 | 0.57 | 0.85 | 1.17
w3y | Q=& AF | 031 | 0.10 | 0.26 | 3.26 | 0.00 | 0.15 | 6.65
derd A | 0.53 | 0.09 | 0.47 | 580 | 0.00 | 0.15 | 6.59
g .08/.52
R* Change .43
F 45 .90 %% /177.90%**
1 SN 3.77 | 0.06 65.67 | 0.00
o |23 cala} o]2A17F | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.30 | 6.94 | 0.00 | 1.00 | 1.00
uro AN 0.79 | 0.12 6.62 | 0.00
9‘3; 2 0.00 | 0.00 | -0.01 | -0.20| 0.84 | 0.85 | 1.17
23 | o=zd M | 054 | 008 | 052 | 7.23 | 0.00 | 0.15 | 6.65
deld Aa | 0.30 | 0.07 | 0.29 | 4.09 | 0.00 | 0.15 | 6.59
B .08/.62
#* Change .53
F 48.18%x% /271, 10%%*
1 PN 3.61 | 0.06 61.39 | 0.00
o |28 cala} o] 2A)ZF | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.31 | 7.13 | 0.00 | 1.00 | 1.00
=5 NEN 0.51 | 0.12 4.30 | 0.00
;; 2 | =2Hol&ARY | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 |-0.07| 094 | 0.85 | 1.17
Dy | Q=& AF | 054 | 008 | 050 | 7.14 | 0.00 | 0.15 | 6.65
derd A | 0.34 | 007 | 0.32 | 461 | 0.00 | 0.15 | 6.59
B .09/.64
R Change .54
F 50.88%+* /292 63+ *
1 AN 3.10 | 0.06 51.70 | 0.00
o |23 cala} o]&A17F | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.34 | 8.12 | 0.00 | 1.00 | 1.00
= SN 0.13 | 0.13 0.98 | 0.33
o= calaf o]2A1ZF | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.06 | 1.81 | 0.07 | 0.85 | 1.17
28 | o=r& M3 | 031 | 008 | 0.28 | 3.76 | 0.00 | 0.15 | 6.65
dgA A3 0.54 | 0.08 | 0.50 | 6.80 | 0.00 | 0.15 | 6.59
.11/60
#* Change .48
F 65.97*%% /251,31 %%+

**p<0.001
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. e
HBE % S e e
o 4 | EESA 4 A~ t oo A SA
BE g | Zx
B e B = | = I VIF
1 — SHA|
; a5 2.90 | 0.06 46.94 | 0.00
e | 23 w2} o] 247+ | 0.01 | 0.00 | 0.32 | 7.37 [0.00 | 1.00 | 1.00
S ) & 0.06 | 0.14 0.47 | 0.64 '
s | A Hﬂ;}aﬂ%x]ﬁ 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.02 | 0.55 | 0.58 | 0.84 | 1.20
3 | 2a xﬂE 0.39 | 0.10 | 0.34 | 4.04 |0.00| 0.13 | 7.50
L olebd A® | 0.47 | 0.10 | 0.41 | 492 |0.00| 0.13 | 7.55
/ Change -101{555
, F — 54.30%%%/198.98%*
L a4 3.81 | 0.06 68.06 | 0.00
24 5 | B2} o] €AJ7F| 0.01 | 0.00 | 0.28 | 6.44 | 0.00 | 1.00 | 1.00
upo ) *Jj;_ 1.21 | 0.12 9.92 | 0.00 '
o | HEL;] O_AZJ 0.00 | 0.00 | -0.02 | -0.52 | 0.61 | 0.84 | 1.20
3 | 22 fﬂ: 0.71 | 0.09 | 0.68 | 810 [0.00| 0.13 | 7.50
L olebd A® | 0.08 | 0.09 | 0.08 | 0.89 |0.37 | 0.13 | 7.55
Jrd Change -071{6'354
, F — 41.50%%%/196.48%**
o I 3.65 | 0.06 63.58 | 0.00
FA] 5 | B2} o] €AJ7H| 0.01 | 0.00 | 0.28 | 6.39 | 0.00 | 1.00 | 1.00
=x , PAEN 0.84 | 0.12 7.10 | 0.00 '
oz o HE‘L-;]%-}{? 0.00 | 0.00 | -0.04 | -1.17 | 0.24 | 0.84 | 1.20
3 | 22 ﬂ; 0.76 | 0.08 | 0.71 | 9.05 |0.00 | 0.13 | 7.50
v olerA A | 0.09 | 0.08 | 0.09 | 1.10 |0.27 | 0.13 | 7.55
Jrd Change -075/260
1 F _ 40.89% %% /245 54x%*
. g 3.14 | 0.06 53.86 | 0.00
o |28 W2} o] 2417 | 0.01 | 0.00 | 0.34 | 7.92 [0.00 | 1.00 | 1.00
| BN 0.30 | 0.12 2.47 | 0.01 .
" )
o | HE;;] O_AZJ 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.03 | 0.88 [0.38 ] 0.84 | 1.20
3 | 22 fﬂic. 0.58 | 0.09 | 052 | 6.72 [0.00 | 0.13 | 7.50
v olerA A | 0.28 | 0.09 | 0.26 | 3.33 [0.00| 0.13 | 7.55
K> Change -111{960
F 62.68+%% /252 36%*
**5(0.001
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B B&3 HE3
sl *;"”f} oo | 474 27
= 65] _"_Ex - t ;e _Tl_.;‘;]»
o == o
B lox| * s | VF
1 A 2.92 | 0.06 47.04 | 0.00
=4 o3 | 79 o]g&A]7t| 0.01 | 0.00 | 0.30 6.94 | 0.00 | 1.00 1.00
S A 0.35 | 0.13 2.65 | 0.01
g 2 349 0]%*]_?} 0.00 | 0.00 | -0.02 | -0.48 | 0.63 | 0.81 1.24
oy | =IAA A | 041 | 0.11 | 0.37 3.77 | 0.00 | 0.10 9.62
AErA A | 0.40 | 0.11 | 0.36 3.71 | 0.00 | 0.11 9.43
Vg .09/.51
R* Change A2
F 48.21%%%/169.41 %%
1 Ak 3.82 | 0.06 68.25 | 0.00
=4 o3 | 749 o]g&A]7t| 0.01 | 0.00 | 0.27 6.27 | 0.00 | 1.00 1.00
wro A 1.60 | 0.13 12.78 | 0.00
g 2» 9] O]%/\Hj 0.00 | 0.00 | -0.04 | -0.96 | 0.34 | 0.81 1.24
gy | =X A | 053 | 0.10 | 0.54 5.24 | 0.00 | 0.10 9.62
debd Alg | 0.17 [ 010 | 0.17 | 1.66 | 0.10 | 0.11 | 9.43
Vg .07/.46
A Change .39
F 39.35%xx/142.41
1 A 3.65 | 0.06 63.92 | 0.00
=4 o3 | 249l o]g&A]7t| 0.01 | 0.00 | 0.29 6.65 | 0.00 | 1.00 1.00
=3 Ab 1.24 | 0.12 10.25 | 0.00
oz 2 9] o]gA]Zt| 0.00 | 0.00 | -0.04 | -1.11 | 0.27 | 0.81 1.24
28 | =A AP | 0.68 | 0.10 | 0.67 6.89 | 0.00 | 0.10 9.62
AeEA A | 0.08 | 0.10 | 0.08 0.78 | 0.44 | 0.11 9.43
Vi .08/.52
£ Change 44
F 44.26% %% /178.19% x*
1 s 3.12 | 0.06 54.44 | 0.00
=4 o3 | 79 o]g&A]7t| 0.01 | 0.00 | 0.37 8.79 | 0.00 | 1.00 1.00
ex} A 0.72 | 0.12 5.88 | 0.00
oc 2 9] o]8A]ZF| 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.06 1.63 | 0.11 | 0.81 1.24
oy | =A™ A | 057 | 0.10 | 0.54 5.72 | 0.00 | 0.10 9.62
A=A Ad | 0.18 | 0.10 | 0.18 1.86 | 0.06 | 0.11 9.43
Ve .13/.54
F* Change .40
F 77.21%%%/192.95% xx
***0¢0.001
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ABSTRACT

The Effect of Foreigners K—Contents
Experiences on Seoul s City Brand Loyalty*

*k

Dong—Kyung Kim
Byoung Hee Kim ***

This study analyzed the effects of foreigners (Chinese,
Filipino, Japanese, and American) K—contents (K—pop,
K-movie, K—drama, K—variety, and K—comics) experience
factors (entertainment experience, educational experience,
esthetics experience, and escapist experience) on Seoul's
city brand loyalty (intention to reside in the city, intention
to visit the city, intention to recommend the city, and
intention to invest in the city). As a result of analyzing the
correlation between the contents experience factors and
the city brand loyalty factors, there were differences in the

correlation coefficients (r) depending on the K—contents
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experience factors, but relatively high correlation coefficients
were generally observed. As a result of analyzing the
effects of K—contents experience on city brand loyalty, the
entertainment experience of K—pop affected the intention to
visit the city and the intention to recommend the city, and
the escapist experience affected the intention to reside in the
city and the intention to invest in the city. The entertainment
experience of K—movie affected the intention to visit a city
and recommend a city, while the escapist experience affected
the intention to reside in a city and the intention to invest
in a city. The entertainment experience of K—drama affected
the intention to visit a city and recommend a city, while
the escapist experience affected the intention to reside in a
city and the intention to invest in a city. The entertainment
experience of K—variety affected the intention to visit a city,
recommend a city, and invest in a city, while the escapist
experience affected the intention to reside in a city. The
entertainment experience of K—comics affected the intention
to reside in a city, the intention to visit a city, the intention
to recommend a city, and the intention to invest in a city,
while the escapist experience affected only the intention to
reside in a city. Based on the research results, the practical
implications of the K—contents experience factors necessary

to increase city brand loyalty were discussed.
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42,

104 wIEAT A6H 1=



= Aoletal FATY 1= B7HE Al A1A 2912 1t
o @ A7 37 @ TAE B2 © A% 37k tXd B9

o
(N
i
offt
ol
-
BN
i
X
2
ol
ol
A
>
op
B
rlr
>
0
B

o] mle] gzl lEfmo] A boflA v o]l {lt.

A, ol 22 F1te] et & dg 9 FxelEe H 9l
=

1967); ©lA sle|ZE|olek= 7l
g A|39] F7+e Aojgtt}” 39 WA tAE EY

)
rlo

> o of
2

2
o 1o 1o

dEolH, o2 <l
SHA| ot

6) Lefebvre, H., La production de I'espace, Anthropos, 1974, p. 56.
7) Foucault, M., “Des espaces autres , Architecture, Mouvement, Continuite,
No. 5, 1984, pp. 46— 49,



L

3) ZASRET}, AR Salk 7Rt Bake 2R

CRERCE I
xHE;H x]g_gi

™

e Aag g 4 ek EAe
AHtt, A =ZZ(Gilles Deleuze)2} 7}‘5}3]
(Félix Guattar)e ™A 719 12¥LWMille Plateaux, 1980); ©llA]
2]&(rhizome) 7N'd= &3l 2L7FH YA glo] F&4 o] vlAF 2|
Q1 AAGo R F7He ALY PRE T+ o] EF Fx
oF GokANt AR 2= AA o® Wtk & Ho AT E3HE
Ofsff At &0 AlEeta =0l 7Ht
B Yo7k, tAd EAS AleetaE(simulacrum)®] 542 A
drt & B = glof= (Jean Baudrillard)] =20 w2 A&t
2 AR FA7Y ofde}, BAIE S8 AR AAE 2AS= Al
ot ? ARgARE T AE F7E hoflA] 'Y= AAY LA wE 11
A A ATt ofet 7| 22 251 A2HA] A|oldt,
T1Euy olof 22 7l AA| oA AMAE AAM A s

T ow

i

Aesta 719s A, 1 3 9 AlEEta s o
FE2X= o=t WE=ZEMaurice Merleau—Ponty)7} &d}
=, AL 2R FACH, AlA] ter $-je) wralelnt” ¥ 11
o gAE EY g1ko] U7k A 2 KoM ou|E 2=
o, T A A A (quasi—place)= 2=l & 4= QU
wAle L gaAol IZE FAO] sl AAE AN, ofyE Y
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A8 £9 Athe] A 3 BatgEe] 242 115



714 3Htechnologization of being)E 331l

Zloldt,

i

2) 7|&o] AT FA414

A B9 7149 S whx) Bk AR Ao 1K) x) 9
Lo} o] /)& AbgAte] SR, AN, 4, W SR =

2o, o2 A28 Ao SRt RH, oIzt B9 1 AR|Z o
= b5k B4 M5 sjElos magdic UAg Eglo] B}

SAtolL AR A8 o, Mg A T RIS BAISHE T
bRt op ek T Aol wlol o] wAy FRjolx), e

ol Hhgoles HdE 2ol
ojggl &= 7|EA O R V]|wo] Atk "Har, dSsi,
= WA= Agiltt o S0, AHAHE fAE EY
o AR o] F ', Al AIRE A 9 SE HE, 41A]
} | 24310, o HH7} o= AR ol A|A| = ook
o= olEold = Sl=AIE Akttt o= Al 7]
4% AA(UX Personalization)?] Qﬂolﬂi 1 Az}
/\F‘LX}— Arlo] FAA ' FAQITk AL =7 Ak, A Al 2F]
of gt ALl oA e ARE weprtal 9 7HsA 0l
=
=u sf2{ ol (Donna Haraway)7} Aol d| g 2 =44
(Cyborg Subjectivity) o|et F-& &4 H4l-S vl= o] 3t Q17—
71w A% 203 At s golo] w2 ddf Q17 T
71aa ARt EA7E obd R, 7t AR sk A9 Q1A

p

>
N

N Qo ofo
FL:
ooz = °

rT
1o
w~ 1o
=
B
2,
CO

h@

_t; -'IN'

O]

116 ZIIEATF A6d 1%



W2, WS AT Eskgshe Al UAY £ 349 A
A A, dolEle] Aol RIS, FAo] A28 A

olalf £ E= Wh-9 F2A 0|t o] A= ¥ ol IAH A&
A Zolzh ofUt}, Tl 7|sA o2 sl HdE YR & A
A= A (subject—as—structured) ]t
o] %= u|Al EH(Michel Foucault)7} Wt & @ 7))
e wapgkeh, FaoA HY2 dofo] of et 9o 2
2] Wi x|sh= vl AA R Aseith gAd EAS 3k AlEE 0]
Atz FAlol, 1 37F oA ARgALIA] 3-8 5= 3912 HE
A7gett oj ARE o5 4= QL ofH ARE ofd A
L], a2g)al ojd Hkgo] 753K S AARF AR
ojth, ofuff AbEAf= AHEA BEe-Sh= AAF Ko
o] AA3t 7H5A 9] g5 ok Aut A2 A5t

N

_

E
= U}Lé]- 4 9)

=
i
ot:
=
rlr
pavs

e
>
DT
rlo
N
i)

NeHom FYUHA 1 o ohue,
1 el ek, A8AE A
Ae] 22 lo] A$FTh 27 5 YA, T AR ofn] Az

Z3h =) 0] Y% o] E3kE Zlole}, ol 7]20] 2
A, 2 AR A2 AR T A olehs FolS A
sgith g 29 BN A, Ao AdAolx} 740
ofs) 75 A9IAol], A T2 QEso] Slof Fgahs &

=
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ABSTRACT

The Ontology of Place and Cultural Territory
in the Age of Digital Twin®

— The Dissolution of the Real — Virtual Boundary and
the Formation of Cultural Subjectivity

Sung-Won, Choi~

This study begins with the premise that digital twin
technology is not merely a tool for spatial replication, but a
transformative paradigm that reorganizes the structure of
human existence and the perception of place. Digital twins
not only simulate physical reality in three—dimensional
models, but also reconstruct the conditions of perception,
temporal flow, memory formation, and embodied practice
through algorithms and interfaces. Such technology blurs
the boundary between physical and virtual reality, deeply
intervening in the very way humans “dwell” in the world.
Rather than replicating reality, the digital twin functions as
a new technocultural environment that designs, predicts, and

regulates reality—ultimately shaping human subjectivity.

* This work was supported by the Academic Research Promotion Fund of Yong—In
University in 2024.
*# Professor, Department of Media Design, Yong—In University
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Drawing on key concepts from contemporary philosophy—
Heidegger s ontology of dwelling, Lefebvre s theory of
the production of space, Merleau—Ponty s phenomenology
of perception, Foucault' s heterotopia, and Baudrillard s
simulacra—this paper examines whether the space constituted
by digital twins can truly function as a place. Particular
attention is paid to how digital twins operate across domains
such as urban planning, cultural heritage preservation, and
immersive tourism, where they replicate memory, guide
sensation, and design identity. In doing so, this study shows
that place is not a neutral visual environment but a product
of political and cultural power relations. While digital
twins evolve to enhance user immersion and experiential
interactivity, such experiences often operate under
predesigned algorithms and controlled user flows, posing
significant challenges to authentic placeness.

This paper further explores how predictive temporalities,
real—time feedback loops, and immersive user interfaces
reconfigure human autonomy and interpretive agency. The
digital twin environment is presented not merely as a mirror
of the real, but as a technocultural apparatus that defines
the very conditions of existence. Human beings are no
longer passive users, but “data subjects’ whose existence is
shaped within the limits of designed memories and structured
perception.

In conclusion, this study calls for a humanities—based
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engagement within the technological interior, emphasizing
that digital twins are not merely tools of efficiency and
convenience, but crucial cultural devices that define the
meaning of place, the right to memory, and the ethics of
practice—raising essential questions about how technological

progress must respond to the evolution of human identity.

Key Words : Digital Twin, Cultural Territory, Simulacrum,

Sense of Place, Philosophy of Technology
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ABSTRACT

The Role and Expectations of Korean Language
Education in the Era of Multiculturalism

Han Nam Su’

The era of multiculturalism began in the 1990s with
the onset of globalization. Following the establishment
of diplomatic relations between South Korea and China
in 1992, the influx of foreign workers and international
marriages led to the formation of a multicultural society.
Entering the 2000s, the number of international students
increased significantly. Due to geographic proximity and
shared Confucian cultural values, a large number of Chinese
nationals—including ethnic Koreans—entered South Korea,
making them the most prominent foreign group not only
in terms of population but also in their high settlement
rate. Consequently, their influence on Korean society has
been substantial. However, in the process of adapting to
Korean society, these individuals have faced a variety of

challenges, with the language barrier being the most critical.

* Sunmoon University, College of Liberal Arts Contract Professor
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To become active members of society and develop into
skilled professionals who can demonstrate their abilities
within institutional frameworks, acquiring Korean language
communication skills is essential.

To meet their needs for tailored Korean language education,
there must be a continuous cultivation of professionals
dedicated to teaching Korean. In this context, the role of
Korean language departments is more vital than ever.
This study seeks to explore practical strategies for the
advancement and future direction of Korean language
departments as a means of addressing the issues faced by

multicultural individuals in Korea,

Keywords: migrant labor, international students,
multiculturalism, international marriage,

Korean language education
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